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(54) Multi channel controller 



(57) A communication controller (111) fa handling 
and processing data packets received from a large 
number of communication channels (181 - 188). The 
communication controller (111) comprising of: a proces- 
sor (160) for processing data; a serial interface (26), 
coupled to the communication channels (181 - 188). a 
multi channel controller (1 00, 1 00') coupled to the serial 
interface (28) and the processor (160), for interfacing 
between the communication channels (181 - 188) and 



the processor (160). The communication channels (181 
- 1 88) and the serial interface (28) send and receive data 
packets. The processor (160) sends, receives and proc- 
esses data words. The multi channel controller (100) re- 
ceives data packets from the serial interface (28), con- 
catenates data packets and sends data words to the 
processor (160), The multi channel controller (100) re- 
ceives data words from the processor (160), and trans- 
mits data packets to the serial interface (28). 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention concerns a multi-channel controller. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] Communication controllers need to handle a 
largenumber of communication channels. In each of the 
communication channels, data is sent in packets of var- 
iable size. The packets include transmit packets and re- 
ceive packets. Transmit packets are packets of data 
which are sent from the communication controller to the 
communication channels and receive packets are pack- 
ets ol data which are sent from the communication chan- 
nels to the communication controller. A receive packet 
is usually buffered within a memory storage element of 
the communication controller and then is sent to the 
communication controller central processing unit (i.e. - 
CPU), in order to be processed. A transmit packet is 
usually buffered within memory bank of the communi- 
cation controller before being sent to a communication 
channel. In prior art arrangement each received packet 
was sent to the CPU, and the CPU handled ono packet 
atatime. The CPU also handled a single transmit packet 
at a time. 

[0002] In many cases the packet length (e.g.- the 
number of bits of the packet) PL was much smaller than 
the CPU's size (e.g. - the number of data bits a CPU can 
read in a single clock cycle) CS. When a CPU handles 
just a single packet at a time, it reduces the CPU per- 
formances. For example, a packet length could be 2,4 
or 8 bits while the CPU's size is 1 6, 24, 32 or 64 bit. If a 
32-bit CPU handles just 2 bits at a time, the remaining 
30-bits of the CPU are not utilized. 
[0003] Furthermore, a CPU usually handles a packet 
as a result of an interrupt. A communication controller 
can handle a iimiled number of interrupt requests. Han- 
dling a single packet in a interrupt request, limits the 
number of packets the communication controller can 
handle. 

[0004] When an interrupt is sent to the CPU, it is usu- 
ally accompanied by various data and status fields. 
When dealing with multiple communication channels, 
the CPU has to be fed with a label which indicates what 
is the relevant communication channel. When receiving 
data from a communication channel, the CPU also need 
to read the received data. Usually, the status and data 
are stored in queues. If the receive queue (which stores 
both status and data) is the same as the transmit queue 
(which stores status), a significant part of the transmit 
quoue is wasted. There is a need to design a efficient 
queues, which can store status bits (transmit queue) 
and store both status and data (receive queue) in a ef- 
ficient way. 

[0005] When an interface, such as but not limited to 
a communication controller, receives (transmits) PL-bit 
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data packets, and transmits (receives) CS-bit data to a 
receiver, such as but not limited to a processor, there is 
a need to detect when CS bits were received from a 
communication channel. When the interface is coupled 
5 to multiple communication channels it is very difficult to 
count the bits of each channel, and alternatively, having 
a dedicated counter which counts the number of bits re- 
ceived from each communication channel is very die 
consuming. There is a need of an efficient interface 
'0 which can receive (transmit) PL-bit data packets from 
(to) multiple communication channels and transmit (re- 
ceive) CS-data bit words to a receiver, such as but not 
limited to a processor. 

[0006] There is a need of a communication controller 
?5 which handles in an efficient manner a plurality of data 
packets which are sent from multiple communication 
channels. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

20 

[0007] 

FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram of a com- 
munication controller, according to a preferred em- 

25 bodiment of tho invontion; 

FIG. 2 is a simplified schematic diagram of the sig- 
nals which are received and transmitted from the 
multi channel controller, according to a preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

30 FIG. 3 is a simplified schematic diagram of the sig- 
nals which are received and transmitted from the 
multi channel controller, according to another pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 4 is a simplified schematic diagram of a trans- 

35 mission portion of the multi channel controller, ac- 
cording to a preferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 5 is a simplified schematic diagram of a trans- 
mission portion of the multi channel controller, ac- 
cording to another preferred embodiment of the in- 

40 vention; 

FIG. 6 is a simplified schematic diagram of receiving 
portion of the multi channel controller, according to 
a preferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 7 is a simplified schematic diagram of transmit 

45 packer, according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. 8 is a schematic description of the content of 
a transmit packer, during a transmission of a data 
packets, according to a preferred embodiment of 

50 the invention; 

FIG. 9 is a simplified schematic description of a 
transmit packer, according to further preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 10 is a schematic description of the content of 

55 a transmit packer, during a transmission of a data 
packets, according to another preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 11 is a simplified schematic diagram of at rans- 
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mil packer, according to a preferred embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 12 is a schematic description of the content of 
an receive packer, during a transmission of a data 
packets, according to an embodiment of the inven- $ 
tion: 

FIG. 1 3 is a schematic description of the content of 
a memory, according to a preferred embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 14 is a schematic description the interface be- 10 
tween the mufti channel controller and a CPU; 
Fl G. 1 5 is a schematic diagram of a transmit section 
of the of the mufti channel controller, according to a 
preferred embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram of a receive section *s 
of the multi channel controller, according to a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention; 
Fl G. 1 7 is a schematic diagram of a transmit section 
of the mufti channel controller, according to another 
preferred embodiment of the invention; 20 
FIG. 18 is a simplified flow diagram of a method for 
receiving data packets, according to an embodi- 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 1 9 is a simplified flow diagram of a method for 
transmitting data packets, according to an ombod- 2s 
iment of the invention; 

FIG. 20 is a flow diagram of a method for receiving 
data packets, according to an embodiment of the 
invention; 

FIG. 21 is a flow diagram of a method for transmit- 30 
ting data packets, according to a embodiment of the 
invention; and 

FIG. 22 is a flow diagram of a method for transmit- 
ting data packets, according to another embodi- 
ment of the invention. 3S 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The problem underlying the invention is basi- 
cally solved by applying the features laid down in the *o 
independent claims. Preferred embodiments are given 
in the dependent claims. 

[0009] An advantage of the present invention is that 
it provides a communication controller and an interface 
which handle a plurality ot packets simultaneously. 45 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0010] FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram of a 
communication controller 111, according to a preferred so 
embodiment of the invention. Communication controller 
1 11 is coupled to a plurality of physical layer serial lines 
(i.e. - communication channels) 181-188. Communica- 
tion controller 111 comprises of serial interface (i.e.- SI) 
28. multi channel controller (i.e. -MCC) 100, MCC re- ss 
quest handler (i.e. -MRH) 150, CPU 160, CPU bus (i.e.- 
bus) 333 and memory 1 70. Communication controller 
(111) can also be implemented by an interface (222), 
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which interfaces between a receiver (224) and multiple 
communication channels (181 - 188). The receiver (224) 
is preferably a processor (160). For convenience of ex- 
planation, the receiver (224) is referred to as processor 
(1 60) and the interface is referred to a a communication 
controller (111). 

[0011] SI 28 has inputs/outputs (i.e. - l/O's) 201 - 208 t 
input 210 and outputs 210', 212, 212', 214 and 214*. 
MCC 100 has inputs 304, 604, 600. 6024. 3024, 82 and 
92, and outputs 300, 404, 704, 406 and 706. MRH 150 
has inputs 154 and 157 and I/O 156. Memory 170 has 
I/O 1702. CPU 160 has I/O 1602. I/O 1602 of CPU 160, 
I/O 1702 of memory 170, I/O 156 of MRH 150, outputs 
404, 704, 82 and 92 of MCC 1 00 are coupled to bus 333. 
Inputs 201-208 of SI 28 are coupled to communication 
channels 181 - 188, respectively. Input 210 of SI 28 is 
coupled to output 300 of MCC 100. Outputs 210', 212, 
212', 214 and 214' of SI 28 are coupled to inputs 600, 
6024, 3024, 604 and 304 of MCC 1 00, respectively. Out- 
puts 406 and 706 of MCC 1 00 are coupled to inputs 1 57 
and 154 of MRH 150, respectively. 
[0012] SI 28 couples M communication channels 181 
- 1 88 to MCC 1 00. SI 28 allows to divide a group of com- 
munication channels into channels separated by time, 
using Timo Division Multiplexing technique. For conven- 
ience of explanation, a single communication channel 
of which a group of communication channels is multi- 
plexed to, is referred to as a TDM channel. 
[0013] SI 28 conveniently has a TDM receive channel 
and a TDM transmit channel. Preferably, SI 28 has four 
TDM receive channels and four TDM transmit channels, 
but can also have other amounts of TDM channels. The 
coordination of SI 28 having multiple TDM channels and 
MCC 100 is described in reference to FIGS 15-17. SI 
26 can be equivalent to the serial interface of Motorola's 
MC68360 chip, but other serial interfaces can be used. 
[0014] SI 28 conveniently determines which commu- 
nication channel will receive or transmit data packets, 
and also sends enable control signals to start and stop 
the transmission (reception) of data from (to) MCC 1 00. 
This Determination can also be made by MCC 1 00, CPU 
160 or other elements which are not shown in FIG. 1 . 
[0015] CPU 160 processes data words according to 
a variety of communication protocols. One of the com- 
munication protocols can be a HDLC protocol. The data 
words can be sent to (from) CPU 160 from (to) MCC 
100, memory 1 70 or from peripherals (not shown in FIG. 
1)- 

[0016] MCC 100 receives data packets from SI 28, 
concatenates consecutive CS-bit data packets of the jth 
communication channel and sends MRH 150 DW-bit da- 
ta words. Usually the data word is accompanied by sta- 
tus information such as j 333. DW being an integer, j 333 
being a label having values from 1 to M. Conveniently 
DW<CS. MRH 150 sends the data word and the status 
information to CPU 160. MCC 100 also receives data 
words from CPU 160, divides them into data packets 
and sends SI 28 the data packets, which eventually are 
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send from SI 28 to communication channels 181-186. 
Usually the data words sent from CPU 160 are accom- 
panied by status information such as j 333. MCC 100 
notifies MRH 150 that it is ready to receive or transmit 
data words to or from CPU 160. MRH 150 is conven- $ 
iently an interrupt controller, which generates an inter- 
rupt request to CPU 1 60, when it is notified by MCC 1 00. 
[0017] For example, and without limiting the scope of 
the invention, SI 28 is coupled to 256 communication 
channels. The size of a data packet is 8 bits. SI has a 
single TDM channel and CPU 160 size is 32 bit. MCC 
concatenates two or four data packets of the same 
channel (out of 256 channels) and notifies MRH 1 50 that 
it is ready to send a data word to CPU 160. MRH 150 
generates a interrupt request, which causes CPU 160 
to receive a data word of 16 bits. 
[0018] Conveniently, label j (i.e.- j) 333 is attached to 
each data packet and to each data word. J 333 indicated 
from (to) which communication channel a data word or 
a data packet is or received (transmitted). For example, 
if a data packet was sent from the third communication 
channel, j 333 equals three. J 333 will be attached to the 
data packets sent from/to the third communication chan- 
nel to/from SI 28. J 333 will also be attached to a data 
word which is concatenated by MCC 100 and sent to 
CPU 1 60, and will also be attached to a data word which 
is sent from CPU 160 to MCC 100 and accordingly to 
the third communication channel. As explained in ac- 
cordance to the following figures, j 333 does not have 
to be attached to each data word and data packet, and 
can also be used as a control signal which determines, 
where to store data packets or data words concerning 
the j'th communication channel. 
[0019] The coordination of CPU 1 60, MRH 1 50, SI 26, 
MCC 100, bus 333 and communication channels 
181-188 is more fully explained in connection to the 
forthcoming figures. 

[0020] FIG. 2 is a simplified schematic diagram of the 
signals which are received and transmitted Irom MCC 
100 , according to a preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion. MCC 100 has three groups of inputs and outputs : 
a receive group, transmit group and a CPU group. The 
receive group is activated when MCC 100 receives data 
packets from SI 28. The transmit group is activated 
when MCC 100 transmits data packets to SI 28. The 
CPU group is activated when MCC 100 exchanges data 
words with CPU 160 or with MRH 150. 
[0021] The receive group comprises of : input 6042, 
for receiving j 333 from SI 28. Input 6043, for receiving 
TXSTART signal 6043' that indicates that a first bit of a 
data packet, is sent to MCC 100. Input 6044, for receiv- 
ing TXEND signal 6044' that indicates that a last bit of 
a data packet is sent to MCC 100 and Input bus 6002, 
for receiving data packets from SI 28. Receive group 
can also have input 6024 for receiving clock signals from 
SI 28. Inputs 6042, 6043 and 6044 are collectively de- 
noted as 604. 

[0022] The transmit group comprises of : input 3042, 
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for receiving j 333 from SI 28. Input 3043, for receiving 
RXSTART signal 3043" that indicates that a first bit of a 
data packet is to be received by SI 28. Input 3044, for 
receiving RXEND signal 3044' that indicates that a last 
bit of a data packet is to be received by SI 28, and Output 
bus 3002, for transmitting data packets to SI 28. Trans- 
mit group can also have input 3024 for receiving clock 
signals from SI 28. Inputs 3042, 3043 and 3044 are col- 
lectively denoted 304. 

[0023] The CPU group comprises of : Output 406, for 
sending signal 4062* which indicates that MCC 100 is 
ready to send a data word to CPU 160. Output 706, for 
sending signal 7062' which indicates that MCC 100 is 
ready to receive a data word from CPU 160. Output 404 
for sending status signals comprising j 333 to CPU 160. 
Output 704 for sending a data word and status sicnals 
comprising j 333 to CPU 160. Inputs 82 and 92 ; re- 
ceiving status signals comprising J 333, data woro, ini- 
tialization words and reset words from CPU 160. 
[0024] FIG. 3 is a simplified schematic diagram of the 
signals which are received and transmitted from MCC 
100', according to another preferred embodiment of the 
invention. MCC 100' of FIG. 3 is analogues to MCC 100 
of FIG. 3, but has additional inputs 3046 and 6046 for 
rocciving additional status signals 3046' and 6046* ac- 
cordingly, from SI 28. Status signals 6046' and 3046' can 
be used to control the size of data words to be sent (re- 
ceived) from (to) CPU 160. Status signals 3046* and 
6046* can be sent to CPU 160 via outputs 404 oi ~ C4 
accordingly. 

[002S] FIG. 4 is a simplified schematic diagram of a 
transmission portion 1004 of MCC 100 according to a 
preferred embodiment of the invention. Portion 1004 
comprises of SI 28, transmit packer (i.e. - TX PACKER) 
30, transmit stack (i.e.-TX FIFO) 40, memory bank (i.e. - 
MAIN RAM) 50 and transmit register (i.e. - TX REG) 80. 
The same reference numbers are used to denote the 
same elements. 

[0026] MAIN RAM 50 has I/O 506 and input 504. TX 
REG 80 has input 82 and output 86. TX FIFO 40 has 
input 400, outputs 406 and 404. TX PACKER 30 has 
inputs 304 and 306 and outputs 300, 302 and 310. 
[0027] Inputs 201-208 of SI 28 are coupled to com- 
munication channels 1B1 - 18B, respectively. Inputs 210 
and 212 of SI 28 are coupled to outputs 300 and 302 
respectively. Output 214 of SI 28 is coupled to input 504 
of MAIN RAM 50 and to input 304 of TX PACKER 30. 1/ 
O 306 of TX PACKER 30 is coupled to I/O 506 of MAIN 
RAM 50. Input 502 of MAIN RAM 50 is coupled to output 
86 of TX REG 80. Input 82 of TX REG 80 is coupled to 
bus 333. Input 400 of TX FIFO 40 is coupled to output 
310 of TX PACKER 30. Output 404 of TX FIFO 40 is 
coupled to bus 333. Output 406 of TX FIFO 40 is coupled 
to input 154 of MRH 150. 

[0028] When MCC 100 is initialized, CPU 160 sends 
to input 502 of MAIN RAM 50, via input 82 and output 
86 of TX REG 80, a set of initialization words with their 
corresponding j 333. TX REG 80 writes the initialization 



EP 1 026 593 A1 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



SO 



SNSOCCID: <EP„ 10Z6593A1 J .> 



4 



7 

word to a memory word within MAIN RAM 80 : which 
contains data words and initialization words concerning 
the j'lh communication channel. Conveniently, the ad- 
dress of that word is determined by j 333. Preferably, 
the fth memory word of MAIN RAM 50 stores data con- 5 
cerning the jth communication channel. For conven- 
ience of explanation, this memory word is denoted as 
j_word, and its address is denoted as j_add. 
[0029] For example, and without limiting the scope of 
the invention, if SI 28 is coupled to 256 communication 
channels, then j can have values ranging from 1 to 256. 
MAIN RAM 50 stores 256 data words, a data word for 
each channel. If the third communication channel sends 
a data packet, j = 3 and the data packet will be written 
to the third data word of MAIN RAM 50. 
[0030] The initialization words can contain data to be 
transmitted to SI 28, or contain a code which means that 
MAIN RAM 50 is empty as explained in further detail in 
accordance to FIGS 5 and 7, but this is not necessary 
and the initialization words can have other contents. 
[0031] CPU 160 can send data words, which are 
transmitted to SI 28, during the initialization of MCC 100, 
or as a result of processing a data word or after receiving 
a request from MCC 1 00, and for various other reasons. 
[0032] SI 28 controls the transmission of tho data 
packets which are stored within MAIN RAM 50 to com- 
munication channels 181 - 188. When a data packet is 
sent to the j'th communication channel, SI 28 sends j, 
through output 214 to input 504 of MAIN RAM 50, re- 
sulting in sending j_word from MAIN RAM 50 to TX 
PACKER 30. 

[0033] When j_add is empty, MCC 100 can receive a 
data word from CPU 160. TX PACKER 30 sends j 333 
to TX FIFO 40, via output 310 of TX PACKER 30 and 
input 400 of TX FIFO 40. TX FIFO 40 sends a transmit 
request signal, via output 406, to MRH 150. MRH 150 
causes CPU 160 to read the content of TX FIFO 40 and 
send a data word to j_word. CPU 1 60 can read the con- 
tent of TX FIFO 40 via output 404 of TX FIFO 40. CPU 
160 sends a data word to MAIN RAM 50, with its j, via 
TX REG 80. 

[0034] FIG. 5 is a simplified schematic diagram of a 
transmission portion 1 004* of MCC 1 00 according to an- 
other preferred embodiment of the invention. Portion 
1004* of FIG. 5 is analogues to portion 1004 of FIG. 4, 
but also has an auxiliary transmit register (AUX FIFO) 
80' and an auxiliary memory bank (i.e. - AUX RAM) 50'. 
As explained in further details in connection to FIG 7, 
TX PACKER 30' of FIG. 5 is analogues TX PACKER 30 
of FIG. 4, but has additional elements. Portion 1004' can 
also have just a single TX REG 80, coupled to both 
MAIN RAM 50 and AUX RAM 50'. When portion 1004' 
is initialized CPU 160 writes a set of initialization words, 
for MAIN RAM 50 and AUX RAM 50 to TX REG 80. 
[0035] When MCC 100 is initialized, CPU 160 writes 
to MAIN RAM 50 and AUX RAM 50' two sets of initiali- 
zation word. Each word can be attached to its j 333. The 
first set of data words are sent to MAIN RAM 50, via TX 
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REG 80, as explained in connection to FIG. 4. The sec- 
ond set of data words is sent to AUX RAM 50' via AUX 
REG 80' in the same manner. 
[0036] MCC 100 stores two consecutive data words 
for each channel, wherein the first data word (i.e.- 
i.word) is stored at Ladd in MAIN RAM 50 and the con- 
secutive data word (i.e. -j^aword) is stored at j_aadd of 
AUX RAM 50' . 

[0037] When MCC 100 transmits a data packet to SI 
28, it starts to transmit data bits of j_word. If a data pack- 
et is stored in both j_add and j_aadd, having a first part 
at j_add and a second part at j_aadd, the first part is 
transmitted, followed by the second part. 
[0038] When j_add is empty, MCC 100 can receive a 
data word from CPU 160. TX PACKER 30 sends j 333 
to TX FIFO 40, via output 310 of TX PACKER 30 and 
input 400 of TX FIFO 40. TX FIFO 40 sends a transmit 
request signal, via output 406, to MRH 150. MRH 150 
causes CPU 1 60 to read the content ol TX FIFO 40 and 
send a data word to j_aword. CPU 160 can read the con- 
tent of TX FIFO 40 via output 404 of TX FIFO 40. CPU 
160 sends a data word to AUX RAM 50, with its j, via 
AUX REG 80'. Before a data word is written to j_aadd, 
the previous j_aword is sent to j_add. 
[0039] FIG. 6 is a simplified schematic diagram of re- 
ceiving portion 1006 of MCC 100 according to a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention. Receiving portion 
1006 comprises of SI 28, receive packer (i.e. - RX 
PACKER) 60, receive stack (i.e.-RX. FIFO) 70, memory 
bank (i.e.-RX RAM) 51 and receive register (i.e. - RX. 
REG) 90. RX PACKER 60 has inputs 600, 6024, and 
604, outputs 608 and 610 and I/O 606. RX FIFO 70 has 
inputs 700 and 708 and outputs 706 and 704. RX RAM 
51 is analogues to MAIN RAM 50 of FIGS. 4-5. RX RAM 
51 has I/O 516 and inputs 512 and 514. SI 28 is ana- 
logues to SI 28 of FIGS 1 ,4 and 5. RX REG 90 has input 
92 and output 96. 

[0040] Inputs 600 and 6024 of RX PACKER 60 are 
coupled to outputs 210* and 212 of SI 28 accordingly. 
Input 604 of RX PACKER 60 and input 514 of RX RAM 
51 are coupled' to output 214' of SI 28. I/O 606 of RX 
PACKER 60 is coupled to I/O 51 6 of RX RAM 51 , Output 
608 of RX PACKER 60 is coupled to input 708 of RX 
FIFO 70. Output 706 of RX FIFO 70 is coupled to input 
157 ol MRH 150 . Input 92 of RX REG 90 and output 
704 of RX FIFO 70 are coupled to bus 333. Output 96 
of RX REG 90 is coupted to input 512 of RX RAM 51. 
[0041] When MCC 100 is initialized. CPU 160 writes 
to RX RAM 51 a set of initialization words, via RX REG 
90. The initialization words can indicate that RX RAM 
51 is empty. Each initialization word can be accompa- 
nied by its j 333. 

[0042] SI 28 controls the reception of data packets 
from communication channels 181 - 188, to RX RAM 
51. SI 28 sends j 333, through output 214 to input 514 
of RX RAM 51. After receiving an RXSTART 6043* sig- 
nal. RX PACKER 60 reads a data word which can con- 
tain data previously sent from the jth communication 
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channel (i.e.- j_rword) which is stored at j_radd of RX 
RAM 51 . 

[0043] RX PACKER 60 receives data bits from SI 28 
and shifts the its content accordingly. When RX PACK- 
ER 60 receives a RXEND signal 6044', he writes its con- 
tent to ijadd. 

[0044] When RX PACKER 60 is full (i.e.- it contains a 
whole data word) it writes the j_'word, and j 333 to RX 
FIFO 70, via output 608 and input 708, j 333 is send to 
RX FIFO 70 via output 608 and input 708. RX FIFO 70 
sends a receive request, via output 706 to MRH 150. 
MRH 150 causes CPU 160 to read the content ol RX 
FIFO 70 and to process the data word stored within RX 
FIFO 70. For example, CPU 160 can respond to the re- 
ceive request as a result of an interrupt sent from MRH 
150, and can also scan MRH 150 in a periodic manner. 
When CPU 160 handles a receive request, it reads the 
content of RX Fl FO 70 and processes the data word pre- 
viously stored in it. After a data word is read, CPU 160 
resets j_radd. 

[0045] FIG. 7 is a simplified schematic diagram of 
transmit packer 30' according to a preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention. 

[0046] Transmit packer 30' comprises of a low shift 
register (i.o. - LSR) 64, a high shift register (i.o. - HSR) 
62, a first multiplexer (i.e. - first mux) 66, a second mul- 
tiplexer (i.e.- second mux) 68, a detector 65, a first en- 
coder 63, and a second encoder 67. TX PACKER 30' 
can also have second detector 69. 
[0047] HSR 62 has inputs 621 , 622. 623. 625 and 627 
and outputs 624 and 628. HSR 62 can also have an ad- 
ditional output 626, which is coupled to second detector 
69. LSR 64 has inputs 641 , 642, 643, 645 and 647, and 
outputs 644, 646 and 648. Second encoder 67 has out- 
put 671 . First encoder 63 has output 631 . First mux 66 
has inputs 662, 666 and 668 and output 669. Second 
mux 68 has inputs 682, 688 and 686 and output 689. 
Detector 65 has input 656 and output 654. Second de- 
tector 69 has input 696 and output 694. 
[0048] Input 641 of LSR 64, input 668 of first mux 66 
and input 686 of second mux 68 are coupled to output 
654 of detector 65. Input 647 of LSR 64 is coupled to 
output 631 of first encoder 63. Input 642 of LSR 64 is 
coupled to I/O 506' of AUX RAM 50'. Output 644 of LSR 
64 is coupled to input 666 of first mux 66. Output 646 of 
LSR 64 is coupled to input 656 of detector 65. Output 
648 of LSR 64 is coupled to input 688 of second mux 
68. Input 627 of HSR 62 is coupled to output 671 of sec- 
ond encoder 67. Input 622 of HSR 62 is coupled to I/O 
506 of MAIN RAM 50. Output 624 ol HSR 62 is coupled 
to input 662 of first mux 66. Output 628 of HSR 62 is 
coupled to input 682 of second mux 68. Output 669 of 
first mux 66 is coupled to I/O 506 of MAIN RAM 50. Out- 
put 689 of second mux 68 is coupled to output 300 of 
MCC 100. Input 643 of LSR 64 and input 623 of HSR 
62 are coupled to input 6043 of MCC 100. Input 645 of 
LSR 64 and input 625 of HSR 62 are coupled to input 
6044 of MCC 100. Output 626 of HSR 62 is coupled to 
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input 692 of second detector 69. 
[0049] Detector 65 detects if LSR 64 is empty, and ac- 
cordingly outputs a detection signal, via output 654. The 
detect signal is used to enable LSR 64 and HSR 62 al- 
5 temately, and to determine if HSR 62 or LSR 64 trans- 
mits data to SI 28 and if the content of LSR 64 or HSR 
62 is sent to MAIN RAM 50. If LSR 64 is not empty, LSR 
64 starts to shift its content, second mux 68 selects input 
688, which is coupled to output 648 of LSR64, and when 
a transmission of a data packet ends, first mux 66 se- 
lects input 666, which is coupled to output 644 of LSR 
64. Accordingly, TX PACKER 30' transmits a data pack- 
et which is stored within LSR 64, and the content of LSR 
64 is written to MAIN RAM 50 when a transmission of 
data packet ends. 

[0050] If detector 65 detects that LSR 64 is empty, 
HSR 64 starts to shift its content and second mux 68 
and first mux select inputs 682 and 662. Accordingly, TX 
PACKER 30' transmits a data packet which is stored 
within HSR 62, and the content of HSR 62 is written to 
MAIN RAM 50 when a transmission of data packet ends. 
The selected shift register (HSR 62 or LSR 64) shift its 
content after receiving a TXSTART signal 3043' via in- 
puts 623 or 643 accordingly. When a TXEND signal 
3044' arrives the transmission onds and the content of 
the currently selected shift register (HSR 62 or LSR 64) 
is written to j_add. For example, if LSR 64 is not empty 
when a TXSTART signal 3044 is received, LSR 64 starts 
to shift its content and transmit data to SI 28. If a TXEND 
signal 3044' is received before LSR is empty, the content 
of LSR 64 is written to j_add. If LSR 64 starts totransmits 
data, and before receiving a TXEND signal 3044, LSR 
64 is emptied, HSR 623 starts to shift its content and 
transmits data to SI 28. When a TXEND signal is re- 
ceived, the content of HSR 62 is written to j_add. 
[0051] Output 628 can be coupled to the least signif- 
icant bit (i.e. - LSB) of HSR 62 and the content of HSR 
62 is shifted to the right. When the content of LSR 64 
(HSR 62) is shifted, first encoder 63 (second encoder 
67) sends a code bit to the most significant bit (i.e. -MSB) 
of LSR 64 (HSR 62). 

[0052] For example, if LSR 64 transmits its MSB and 
shifts its content to the left, encoder 63 sends a code bit 
to the LSB of LSR 64. The code bits sent by encoder 63 
form a code word. Detector 65 compares the content of 
LSR 62 to the code word, and when there is a match, it 
detects that LSR 64 is empty. HSR 62 is coupled to sec- 
ond encoder 67, which sends HSR 62 the same code 
as first encoder 63 sends to LSR 64. 
[0053] For example, in reference to FIG. 8, MAIN 
RAM 50 contains a data word 6211 which has to be 
transmitted to communication channel 182. A code 
which is sent to LSR 62 by first encoder is (100000000) 
2. The "1° can also be supplied by a status bit stored in 
MAIN RAM 50 in addition to the data words. Data word 
621 1 comprises of two data packets. The first data pack- 
et is (11, 12, 13. 14)2 : and the second data packet is 
(15, 16, 17, 18.) 2 , 11, 12, .18 can have values of "0'or 
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B f. When a TXSTART signal 3043' arrives MAIN RAM 

50 writes to LSR 62 data word 6211 and the first data 
bit 11 is transmitted After the transmission of 11, the 
content of LSR 62 is shifted to the left. LSR 64 now con- 
tains a shifted data word 6212, with a LSB of *0", the s 
LSB is sent from first encoder LSR 64 transmits data 
bit 12 and shifts its content to the left. LSR 64 now con- 
tains further shifted data word 6213. These steps are 
repeated until a data packet containing 11,12,13 and 1 4 
are transmitted, and LSR 64 contains another shifted 
data word 6214 having the following bits: 15, 16, 17, 
18, 0,0,0,0. After a data packet is transmitted to SI 26, 

51 28 sends a TXEND signal 3044', which causes the 
content of LSR 62 (i.e. - another shifted data word 621 4) 
to be sent to MAI N RAM 50 (this step is denoted as 62_2 
in FIG. 8). TX PACKER 30 (30') can handle other com- 
munication channels out of 181-188, according to j 333 
from SI 28. When SI 28 decides that there is a need to 
transmit the second data packet to channel 1 82 it sends 
a TXSTART signal 3043* to MAIN RAM 50, so that an- 
other shifted data word 6214 is written to LSR 64 (this 
step is denoted as 62_3 in FIG. 8). The second data 
packet is transmitted in the same manner as described 
above. After the last data bit 18 is transmitted, the con- 
tent of LSR 64 equals (100000000)2. Detoctor 65 com- 
pares the content of LSR 64 to code (1 00000000)2 and 
detects that LSR 64 is empty. Detector 65 (not shown in 
FIG. S) can be comprised of a series of inverting gates, 
coupled to all bits but MSB of LSR 64, wherein the oul- 
puts of all the inverting gates, and the MSB of LSR 64 
are coupled to the inputs of an AND gate. 
[0054] FIG. 9 is a simplified schematic description ol 
a transmit packer (i.e.- TX PACKER) 30", according to 
further preferred embodiment of the invention. TX 
PACKER 30" is analogues to TX PACKER 30' of FIG. 7, 
wherein first encoder 63 and second encoder 67 are im- 
plemented by connecting one of the bits of LSR 64 and 
HSR 62 to the ground. The code which is sent to LSR 
62 by first encoder is (100000000)2. The "1 " is supplied 
by a status bit stored in MAIN RAM 50 in addition to the 
data words 

[0055] As shown in FIG. 9, the code can be produced 
by inputting "0" to LSR 64, and the LSB can be one of 
the status bits sent with a previous data word. If LSR 64 
content is 11 ,12,13,14,... IDW, than after LSR 64 trans- 
mits its MSB ■ 11, it shifts to the left and it content is 
12,13,14,... IDW, 0. After transmitting an additional bit, 
and shifting the content of LSR 62 to the left, the content 
of LSR 62 is 1 3,14,... IDW, 0,0. After DW bits of data are 
sent, the content of LSR 64 is 00. .001 and detector 65, 
which compares the content of LSR 64 to the code, de- 
tects that LSR 62 is empty. 

[0056] For example, in roforonco to FIG. 10, a data 
packet is of 8 bits long, and it is comprised from the fol- 
lowing bits:15,16,17,18. hi, h2, h3, h4. LSR 62 con- 
tains a first word 9211 . The content of first 921 1 word is 
15, 16. 17, 18. 1.0, 0, 0, 0. HSR 64 contains a second 
data word 9221 . The content of second word 9221 is hi , 
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h2, h3, h4. h5, h6, h7, h8. 1 . When TX PACKER 30 re- 
ceives a TXSTART signal 3043' is transmits data bit 1 5, 
and shifts its content. The LSB of LSR 64 receives "0". 
This process continues (and shifted first words 9212, 
921 3, 9214 and 9215 are produced) until 18 is transmit- 
ted, the content of LSR 64 is shifted and the MSB of LSR 
64 receives i 1 i , to form shifted first word 9215. Shifted 
data word 9215 equals the code and detector 65 sends 
a signal indicating that LSR 64 is empty. The signal 
causes HSR 62 to start to transmit its content (i.e.- sec- 
ond word 9221 ) . HSR 62 transmits hi and shifts its con- 
tent. The LSB of HSR 62 receives B 0*. This process con- 
tinues (and shifted second words 9222, 9223, 9224 and 
9225 are produced) until h4 is transmitted, the content 
of HSR 62 is shifted and a TXEND signal 3044* is sent 
from SI 28 to TX PACKER 30*. The content of HSR 62 
(i.e. - shifted second word 9225) is sent to MAIN RAM 
50. The data stream 929 outputted from TX PACKER 
30* is 15, 16,17.18,h1,h2.h3,h4. 
[0057] FIG. 1 1 is a simplified schematic diagram of RX 
PACKER 60 according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention. RX PACKER 60 comprises of a receive shift 
register (i.e.- RSR) 72, receive detector 78, a first re- 
ceive multiplexer (i.e.- FRM) 74 and a second receive 
multiplexor (i.e. - SRM) 76. 

[0058] RSR 72 has inputs 723, 724, 725 and 728 and 
outputs 722 and 726. Receive detector 78 has input 781 
and output 782. FRM 74 has inputs 741 , 742, 743 and 
745 and output 744. SRM 76 has inputs 761 , 762 : 763 
and 765 and output 764. 

[0059] Input 723 of RSR 72 is coupled to input 6043 
of MCC 100, for receiving RXSTART signal 6043'. Input 
724 of RSR 72, input 745 of FRM 74 and input 765 of 
SRM 76 are coupled to input 6044 of MCC 100, for re- 
ceiving RXEND signal 6044V Input 728 of RSR 72 is 
coupled to input 300 of MCC 100, for receiving data. 
Output 726 of RSR 72 is coupled to input 781 of receive 
detector 7B. Input 724 of RSR 72 is coupled to output 
744 of FRM 74. Output 722 of RSR 72 is coupled to input 
762 of SRM 76 and can be coupled to input 700 of RX 
FIFO 70. Output 762 of receive detector 78 is coupled 
to input 743 of FRM 74 and input 763 of SRM 76. Input 
742 of FRM 74 and output 764 of SRM 76 are coupled 
to I/O 51 6 of RX RAM 51 . Input 741 of FRM 74 and input 
761 of SRM are coupled to constant k 75. Conveniently 
k=(100000000) 2 . 

[0060] RXSTART signal 6043' enables RSR 72 to re- 
ceive data bits from SI 26, and RXEND signal 6044' dis- 
ables RSR 72. When an RXSTART signal 6043' is sent 
from SI 28, RX RAM 51 writes j_rword to RSR 72. After 
receiving RXSTART signal 6043', RSR 72 starts to re- 
ceive data bits appearing at input 728. Each received 
data bit causes RSR 72 to shift its content. For example, 
if input 728 is coupled to the most significant bit (i.e- 
MSB) of RSR 72, a data bit which appears at input 728 
is stored at the MSB of RSR 72, and the previous con- 
tent of RSR 72 is shifted towards the least significant bit 
(i.e.- LSB) of RSR 72. Input 728 can be coupled to RSR 
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72 LSB, so that a received data bit causes RSR 72 to 
shift its content towards the MSB of RSR 72. 
[0061] Input 781 of receive detector 78 is coupled to 
output 726 of RSR 72, for detecting when RSR 72 reg- 
ister is lull. If detector 78 detects that RSR 72 is full, 
detector 78 sends a FULL signal 608\ via output 608, 
to RX FIFO 70, FRM 74 and SRM 76. FULL signal 608 1 
causes the content of SRS 72 to be stored within RX 
FIFO 70, with the corresponding j, which is sent by SI 
28, via MCC 100, to RX FIFO 70. 
[0062] If RSR 72 receives an RXEND signal 6044' be- 
fore RSR 72 is full, the content of RSR 72 is written to 
j_radd. 

[0063] If RXEND signal 6044' is received at the same 
time when RSR 72 is filled, the content of RSR 72 is 
sent to RX_FIFO 70. SRM 76 selects input 761 and 
sends k 75 to j_radd. 

[0064] If RSR 72 is filled before RXEND signal 6044' 
is received, the content of RSR 72 is written to RX FIFO 
70, with the corresponding j 333. J 333 can be sent from 
SI 28, via RX PACKER 60. FRM 74 selects input 741, 
which causes k 75 to be written to RSR 72. After k 75 is 
written, RSR 72 continues to receive data from SI 28. 
Detector 78 searches tor a FULL flag 777, which ap- 
pears at output 726 whon RSR 72 is full. 
[0065] For example, in reference to FIG. 12, a recep- 
tion of two data packets from the fourth communication 
channel 185 is shown. In FIG. 12 the content of RSR 51 
is shown. J 333 equals five . RX RAM 51 has 9-bit mem- 
ory words, RSR 72 is a 9 -bit shift register and each data 
packet is 4 bits long. FULL flag 777 is a single bit which 
equals "1°. Data packets which are received from com- 
munication channel 185 are stored in the fifth memory 
word of RX RAM 51 (e.g. - Lradd is the address of the 
fifth word of RX RAM 51 ). Receive detector 78 is cou- 
pled to the LSB of RSR 72. When RX RAM 51 is initial- 
ized, CPU 160 writes an initialization word 9311 
(100000000)2 to the fourth memory word of RX RAM 
51, the MSB of the initialization word 9311 is FULL flag 
777, and the other bits are "0". After receiving a RX- 
START signal 6043', and after receiving j 333, the con- 
tent of the fourth memory word of RX RAM 51 is loaded 
to RSR 72, as indicated by line 121 . During the recep- 
tion of data from SI 28, data bits are written to RSR 72, 
which accordingly shifts its content to the right, as indi- 
cated by lines 1 22-1 25. This process repeats until a data 
packet of 4 bits is received, and a TXEND 6044' signal 
causes the content of RSR 72 to be sent to the fifth data 
word of RX RAM 51, as indicated by line 126. When SI 
28 decides to receive another data packet from commu- 
nication channel 185, then as indicated by line 127, the 
content of the fifth memory word of RX RAM 51 is sent 
to RSR 72. 

[0066] When receiving data bits, RSR 72 shift its con- 
tent to the right, as indicated by lines 1 28-1 31 . This proc- 
ess repeats until RSR 72 is filled - FULL flag 777 is shift- 
ed to the LSB of RSR 72. As indicated by line 132, the 
content of RSR 72 is then sent to RX FIFO 70. 



[0O67] FIG. 13 is a schematic description of the con- 
tent of RX RAM 51 , according to a preferred embodi- 
ment ol the invention. 

[0068] If all memory words 511- 518 of RX RAM 51 
s are initialized with the same initialization word, and if 
many communication channels are active simultane- 
ously, many memory words will be filled simultaneously, 
causing many receive requests to be sent simultane- 
ously to MRC 150. This can be avoided by initializing 
10 rx RAM 51 by a variety of initialization words IW(j), hav- 
ing FULL flags 777 in different locations, j being an index 
having values of 1 to M, where M is the number of com- 
munication channels. Conveniently, M equals to the 
depth of RX RAM 51 - the number of memory words 
is within RX RAM 51 . Each initialization word IW(j) has an 
variable number of EMPTY bits 888 foltov;--xJ by a FULL 
flag 777. CPU 160 ignores EMPTY bits :,8, and does 
not process them. 

[0069] For example, in HDLC communication proto- 

20 col the combination of (111 11 111 ) 2 is not regarded as 
valid data. When SI 28 sends a data packet having value 
of (11111111)2. CPU 16 0 does not process the data 
packet. RX RAM 51 and RSR 72 can store 17-bit words. 
When CPU 160 can handle receive requests from half 

25 the communication channols, a first half of the momory 
words 511.. 517 of RX RAM 51, which store the data 
which is received from communication channels 181... 
187 accordingly, receive a first initialization word having 
value of (1 0000000000000000 ) 2 and the remaining 

30 memory words 512, 514, 516 and 518, which store the 
data which is received from the remaining communica- 
tion channels 182, 184, 186 and 188, receive a second 
initialization word of (1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 00000000) 2 Each mem- 
ory word of the first half of memory words 511 , 51 3, 515 

35 and 517 is filled after receiving 16 data bits. The other 
memory words are filled after receiving just 8 data bits. 
[0070] After RSR 72 is filled, j_radd is reset by a reset 
word. Conveniently, the reset word equals 
(1 OX)CK)OOOOX)0000000)2. 

40 [0071] Status signal 6046' controls the size of data 
words to be sent to CPU 160. Status signal 6046' is re- 
ceived by CPU 160 which accordingly can send reset 
words of initialization words having FULL flag 777 in dif- 
ferent locations. For example, if . RX RAM 51 and RSR 

4$ 72 can store 1 7-bit words and status signal 6046* indi- 
cated that the each byte of the jlh communication chan- 
nel will be sent to CPU 160, then the initialization word 
and the reset word which will be written to j_radd are 
equal (1 111111 1100000000) 2 . 

so [0072] FIG. 1 4 is a schematic description the interface 
between MCC 100 and CPU 160. Interface 1006 com- 
prises of: RX FIFO 70, TX FIFO 40, HRC 150, CPU 160 
and , according to a preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion. RX FIFO 70 has A words of B bits each. Each word 

55 is comprised of B1 bits of data and B2 bits of #ch flag. 
TX FIFO 40 has C words of B2 bits. Each word compris- 
es of B2 bits of #ch flag. RX FIFO 70 words are much 
longer than TX FIFO 40 words. RX FIFO 70, which has 
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longer words than TX FIFO 40, has less words than TX 
FIFO 40 (i.e. - A<C), so that both RX FIFO 70 TX FIFO 
40 are of relatively compact size. 
[0073] A length of a FIFO usually determines its la- 
tency - a FIFO which has few words has to be read quite 
frequently, otherwise some of its data words can be 
overwritten by incoming data. In order to compensate 
RX FIFO 70 for its smaller number of words, it requests 
to HRC 1 50 are given a higher priority than the requests 
of TX FIFO 40. The requests of RX FIFO 70 can also be 
polled more frequently than the requests of TX FIFO 40. 
[0074] FIG. 1 5 is a schematic diagram of transmit sec- 
tion 1005 B of MCC 100, according toa preferred embod- 
iment of the invention. Transmit section 1005' is ana- 
logues to transmit section 1 005 of FIG. 4 but it has four 
independent TX PACKERS 3111 , 3222, 3333 and 3444. 
MAIN RAM 50 has l/O's 5061-5064. TX FIFO 40' has 
inputs 4061-4064, and 4081 -4084 and outputs 406" and 
404'. SI 28' has outputs 2141-2144, 2101-2104, 
2061-2064 and 2041-2044 and l/O's 201-208. Each of 
the four TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 3444 is 
analogues to TX PACKER 30. I/O 3116, 3226, 3336 and 
3446 of TX PACKERS 3111 , 3222, 3333 and 3444 are 
analogues to I/O 306 of TX PACKER 30. Inputs 
3001-3004 of TX PACKERS 31 1 1 , 3222. 3333 and 3444 
are analogues to input 300 of TX PACKER 30. Inputs 
3041-3044 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 3444 
are analogues to input 304 of TX PACKER 30. Outputs 
3118, 3228, 3338 and 3448 of TX PACKERS 3111, 
3222, 6333 and 3444 are analogues to output 308 of TX 
PACKER 30. Inputs 3021-3024 of TX PACKERS 3111. 
3222, 3333 and 3444 are analogues to input 302 of TX 
PACKER 30. Inputs 4081 . 4082, 4083 and 4084 of TX 
FIFO 40' are analogues to input 400 of TX FIFO 40. 
MAIN RAM 50" of FIG. 16 is analogues to MAIN RAM 
50 of FIG. 4, but has four l/O's 5061 -5063, wherein each 
I/O is analogues to I/O 506 ol MAIN RAM 50. Conven- 
iently, all TX PACKERS 31 1 1 , 3222, 3333 and 3444 can 
read and write to and from MAIN RAM 50". Preferably, 
each TX PACKER of 3111, 3222, 3333 and 3444 is 
mapped to different locations in MAIN RAM 50, so that 
a memory word can be read or written by a single TX 
PACKER. TX FIFO 40' is analogues to TX FIFO 40 of 
FIG. 4, but preferably has more memory words than TX 
FIFO 40. TX FIFO 40' stores the receive requests of all 
four TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 3444. 
[0075] Outputs 21 41 -21 44 of SI 28' are coupled to in- 
puts 3041-3044 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 
3444. Outputs 2101-2104 SI 28' are coupled to inputs 
3021- 3024 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 
3444; Outputs 2061-2064 SI 28' are coupled to inputs 
3021 -3024 of TX PACKERS 3111. 3222, 3333 and 3444. 
l/O's 31 1 3, 3226, 3336 and 2446 of TX PACKERS 3111, 
3222, 3333 and 3444 are coupled to l/O's 5601-5604 
MAIN RAM 50*. Outputs 3117, 3227, 3337 and 3447 of 
TX PACKERS 311 1 , 3222. 3333 and 3444 are coupled 
to inputs 4061-4064 TX FIFO 4a. Outputs 3118, 3228, 
3338 and 3448 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 
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3444 are coupled to inputs 4081-4084 TX FIFO 40'. In- 
put 82* of TX REG 80' is coupled to bus 333. Output 
86' of TX REG 80' is coupled to input 502 of MAIN RAM 
50V Output 2141 of SI 28' is coupled to input 504 of 
5 MAIN RAM 50". Output 406' of TX FIFO 40' is coupled 
to bus 333. Output 404' of TX FIFO 40' is coupled to 
input 154 of MRH 150. 

[0076] FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram of a receive 
section 1006" of MCC 100, according to a preferred em- 

10 bodiment of the invention. Receive section 1006" is an- 
alogues to receive section 1006 of FIG. 6 but it has four 
independent RX PACKERS 61 1 1 , 6222, 6333 and 6444. 
RX RAM 51 has l/O's 5061-5064. RX FIFO 70' has in- 
puts 7061-7064. and 7081-7084. SI 28' has outputs 
2141-21 44, 21 01 -21 04, 2061 -2064 and 2041 -2044 and 
l/O's 201-208. Each of the four RX PACKERS 6111, 
6222, 6333 and 6444 is analogues to RX PACKER 60. 
I/O 6116, 6226, 6336 and 6446 of RX PACKERS 6111 , 
6222, 6333 and 6444 are analogues to I/O 606 of RX 

20 PACKER 60. Inputs 6001-6004 of RX PACKERS 6111, 
6222, 6333 and 6444 are analogues to input 600 of RX 
PACKER 60. Inputs 6041-6044 of RX PACKERS 6111 , 
6222, 6333 and 6444 are analogues to input 604 of RX 
PACKER 60. Outputs 6118, 6228, 6338 and 6448 of RX 

2S PACKERS 6111, 6222, 6333 and 6444 aro analogues to 
output 608 of RX PACKER 60. Inputs 6021 -6024 of RX 
PACKERS 6111, 6222, 6333 and 6444 are analogues 
to input 602 of RX PACKER 60. Inputs 7081 , 7082, 7083 
and 7084 of RX FIFO 70' are analogues to input 708 of 

30 RX FIFO 70. 

[0077] Outputs 2141-2144 are coupled to inputs 
6041-6044. Outputs 2101-2104 are coupled to inputs 
6021- 6024; Outputs 2061-2064 are coupled to inputs 
6021-6024. 

3$ [0078] RX RAM 5V of FIG. 16 is analogues to RX 
RAM 51 of FIG. 6, but has four l/O's 5061-5063, wherein 
each I/O is analogues to I/O 506 if RX RAM 51 . All four 
RX PACKERS 611 1 , 6222 : 6333 and 6444 can read and 
write to and from RX RAM 51 . RX FIFO 70' is analogues 

40 to RX FIFO 70 of FIG. 6, but preferably has more mem- 
ory words than RX FIFO 70. RX FIFO 70' stores the re- 
ceive requests of all four RX PACKERS 6111, 6222, 
6333 and 6444. 

[0079] FIG. 1 7 is a schematic diagram of transmit sec- 
« tion 1005" of MCC 100, according to another preferred 
embodiment of the invention. Transmit section 1 005" is 
analogues to transmit section 1005 of FIG. 5 but it has 
four independent TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 
3444. MAIN RAM 50" has l/O's 5061-5064 and inputs 
so 502 and 504. AUX RAM 50" is analogues to AUX RAM 
50' of FIG. 5. AUX RAM 50"' has l/O's 5061'-5064' and 
inputs 502" and 504'. AUX REG 80- has input 82" and 
output 86". TX FIFO 40' has inputs 4061-4064, and 
4081-4084 AND OUTPUTS 406' AND 404'. TX FIFO 40' 
55 is analogues to TX FIFO 40 of FIG. 4, but preferably has 
more memory words than TX FIFO 40. TX FIFO 40' 
stores the receive requests of all four TX PACKERS 
3111, 3222. 3333 and 3444. SI 28' has outputs 
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2141-2144, 2101-2104. 2061-2064 and 2041 -2044 and 
l/O's 201-208 Each of the four TX PACKERS 3111, 
3222. 3333 and 3444 is analogues to TX PACKER 30. 
I/O 3116. 3226. 3336 and 3446 of TX PACKERS 3111. 
3222. 3333 and 3444 are analogues to I/O 306 of TX 
PACKE R 30. Outputs 3001 -3004 of TX PACKERS 3111. 
3222, 3333 and 3444 are analogues to output 300 of TX 
PACKER 30. Inputs 3041-3044 of TX PACKERS 3111, 
3222, 3333 and 3444 are analogues to input 304 of TX 
PACKER 30. Outputs 3118, 3228, 3338 and 3448 of TX 
PACKERS 31 1 1 , 3222, 6333 and 3444 are analogues to 
output 308 of TX PACKER 30. Inputs 3021 -3024 of TX 
PACKERS 31 11 , 3222, 3333 and 3444 are analogues to 
input 302 of TX PACKER 30. Inputs 4081, 4082. 4083 
and 4084 of TX FIFO 40' are analogues to input 400 of 
TX FIFO 40. 

[0080] Outputs2141-2144of SI 28' are coupled to in- 
puts 3041 -3044 of TX PACKERS 3111 , 3222, 3333 and 
3444. Outputs 2101-2104 SI 28' are coupled to inputs 
3021- 3024 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222. 3333 and 
3444; Outputs 2061-2064 SI 28' are coupled to inputs 
3021-3024 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 
3444. l/O's 31 1 3, 3226, 3336 and 2446 of TX PACKERS 
3111, 3222. 3333 and 3444 are coupled to l/O's 
5601-5604 MAIN RAM 50' and 506V-5064' AUX RAM 
50". Outputs 3117, 3227, 3337 and 3447 of TX PACK- 
ERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 3444 are coupled to inputs 
4061-4064 TX FIFO 40'. Outputs 3118, 3228, 3338 and 
3448 of TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 3444 are 
coupled to inputs 4081-4084 TX FIFO 40'. Input 82" of 
TX REG 80' and input 82" of AUX REG 80"' are coupled 
to bus 333. Output 86" of TX REG 80" is coupled to input 
502 of MAIN RAM 50". Output 86"' of AUX REG 80" is 
coupled to input 502' of AUX RAM 50". Output 21 41 of 
SI 28' is coupled to input 504 of MAIN RAM 50" and input 
504"' of AUX RAM 50". Output 406' of TX FIFO 40' is 
coupled to bus 333. Output 404' of TX FIFO 40' is cou- 
pled to input 154 of MRH 150 

[0081] All four TX PACKERS 3111, 3222, 3333 and 
3444 can read and write toand from MAIN RAM 50" and 
AUX RAM 50". 

[0082] FIG. 1 8 is a simplified flow diagram of method 
800 to receive data packets, according to an embodi- 
ment of the invention. Method 800 comprising of the fol- 
lowing steps : 

[0083] In 'INITIALIZE* step 802, CPU 160 initializes 
RX RAM 51 . CPU 160 writes to RX RAM 51 a set of 
initialization words, via RX REG 90. 
[0084] As indicated by path 804, step 802 is followed 
by 'RECEIVE DATA PACKET AND J' step 806. In step 
806, RX PACKER 60 receives, from SI 28. a data packet 
from the j'th communication channel and the corre- 
sponding j 333. 

[0085] As indicated by path 808, step 806 is followed 
by query 'HAS A DATA WORD RECEIVED V step 810. 
In step 81 0, RX PACKER 60 checks if it contains a whole 
data word from the j'th communication channel. 
[0086] As indicated by path B12, if the answer is 



"YES", query step 810 is followed 'SEND DATA WORD 
WITH ITS J TO RX Fl FO" step 8 1 6. In step 81 6, the data 
word and j 333 are sent to RX FIFO 70. causing RX FIFO 
70 to send a receive request to MRH 150. MRH 150 
s stores receive requests and causes CPU 1 60 to process 
the data word. 

[0087] As indicated by path 814, il the answer is "NO" 
then query step 81 0 is followed by 'CONC ATE NATE RE - 
CIEVED DATA PACKET WITH PREVIOUS DATA' step 

io 824. In step 824 the data packet from the jlh communi- 
cation channel is concatenated to the content of j_radd. 
[0088] As indicated by paths 818 and 826, steps 816 
and 814 are followed by step 806. 
[0089] FIG. 1 9 is a simplified flow diagram of method 

*s 900 for transmitting data packets, according to an em- 
bodiment of the invention. Method 900 comprising of the 
following steps : 

[0090] In 'INITIALIZE' step 902 , CPU 160 initializes 
MAIN RAM 50. CPU 160 writes to MAIN RAM 50 a set 

20 of initialization words, via TX REG 80. 

[0091] As indicated by path 904, step 902 is followed 
by 'RECEIVE DATA WORD FROM CPU' step 906. In 
step 906 CPU 1 60 writes at least one data word, to MAIN 
RAM 50. If CPU 160 initializes MAIN RAM 50 by writing 

25 data words, stop 906 can bo skippod, and as indicated 
by the dashed path 905, step 902 is followed by step 
910. 

[0092] As indicated by path 908, step 906 is followed 
by 'TRANSMIT DATA PACKET OF #CH AT REQUEST 

30 WHILE THERE IS DATA TO TRANSMIT step 910. In 
step 910, TX PACKER 30 receives a request from SI 28 
to transmit a data packet to the j'th communication chan- 
nel. TX PACKER 30 sends a data packet to SI 28, which 
sends the data to the j'th communication channel. SI 28 

3S also sends j 333 to MAIN RAM 50, so that MAIN RAM 
50 will write j_word to TX PACKER 30. 
[0093] As indicted by path 912, step 910 is followed 
by query 'IS TX PACKER EMPTY ?, IS THERE A RE- 
QUEST TO TX ?' step 914. In step 914 TX PACKER 30 

40 checks if it is empty and if there is a request to transmit 
data. 

[0094] As indicated by path 922 if TX PACKER 30 is 
emptied before it transmits a whole data packet, step 
914 if followed by step 'SEND SIGNAL ERROR* 924. In 
4S step 924 MCC 100 sends an error signal to CPU 160. 
As indicated by path 926, step 924 is followed by step 
906. 

[0095] TX PACKER 30 can be empty if a whole j_word 
was sent to the jlh communication channel. As indicat- 
50 ed by paths 916 and 928 accordingly, if TX PACKER 30 
empty then step 914 is followed by 'SEND TX FIFO A 
TX REQUEST' step 918. 

[0096] As indicated by path 926, if TX PACKER 30 is 
not empty then step 914 is followed by step 910. In step 
55 9 1 8 TX PACKE R 30 sends to TX F I FO 40 j 333. TX Fl FO 
40 sends MRH 150 a transmit request. MRH 150 causes 
CPU 1 60 to read the content of TX FIFO 40 and to write 
a data word to j.add. 
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[0097] FIG. 20 is a flow diagram of method 1000 for 
receiving data packets, according to an embodiment of 
the invention; Method 1000 comprising of the following 
steps : 

[0098] In 'INITIALIZE' step 1 002, CPU 1 60 initializes 
RX RAM 51. CPU 160 writes to RX RAM 51 a set of 
initialization words, via RX REG 90. 
[0099] As indicated by path 1004, step 1002 is fol- 
lowed by step 1006. 

[01 00] In query 'RXSTART ?• step 1 006 RX PACKER 
60 checks if it got an RXSTART signal 6043'. SI 28 si- 
multaneously sends j 333 to MCC 100. Both signals in- 
dicates thai SI 28 sends MCC 1 00 data from the j'th com- 
munication channel As indicated by path 1008. if a RX- 
START signal 6043' is received, j_rword is written to RX 
PACKER 60. As indicated by paths 1011 step 1010 is 
followed by 'RECEIVE DATA BIT SHIFT RX PACKER 
CONTENT step 1012. 

[0101] In step 1012 RX PACKER 60 receives a data 
bit from SI 28 shifts its conlent accordingly. RX PACKER 
60 can receive more then a single bit, and its content is 
shifted accordingly. 

[0102] As indicated by path 1014, step 1012 is fol- 
lowed by query 'RXEND ? FULL ?' step 1020. In query 
step 1020 RX PACKER 60 checks if a transmission of 
a data packet ended (i.e. - if it received a RXEND signal 
6044') and if RX PACKER 60 is full. 
[0103] As indicated by path 1034, if RX PACKER 60 
received a RXEND signal 6044', and RX PACKER 60 is 
not full, query step 1020 is followed by 'WRITE CON- 
TENT OF RX PACKER TO J_RADD* step 1036. In step 
1036 RX PACKER 60 writes its content to i_radd. As 
indicated by path 1038, step 1036 is followed by step 
1006. 

[0104] As indicated by path 1032, if RX PACKER 60 
did not receive a RXEND signal 6044', and RX PACKER 
60 is not full, query step 1020 is followed by step 1012. 
[01 05] As indicated by path 1 040, if RX PACKER 60 
received a RXEND signal 6044', and RX PACKER 60 is 
full, query step 1 020 is followed by 'WRITE RX PACKER 
CONTENT TO RX FIFO WITH J' step 1042. As indicat- 
ed by path 1044, step 1042 is followed by 'RESET 
J_RADD' step 1046. In step 1042, RX PACKER 60 
sends its content, and ) 333 (received from SI 28) to RX 
FIFO 70. RX FIFO 70 sends a receive request, via out- 
put 706 to MRH 1 50. MRH 1 50 causes CPU 160 to read 
the content. 

[0106] As indicated by path 1022, if RX PACKER 60 
did not receive a TXEND signal 6044', and RX PACKER 
60 is full, query step 1020 is followed by 'WRITE RX 
PACKER CONTENT TO RX FIFO WITH J'. As indicated 
by path 1026. step 1024 is followed by 'RESET RX 
PACKER' step 1028. Step 1024 is analogues to step 
1042. In step 1028, the content of RX PACKER 60 is 
reset. As indicated by 1 030 step 101 2 is followed by step 
1014. 

[0107] FIG. 21 is a flow diagram of amethod 1100tor 
transmitting data packets, according to an embodiment 



of the invention. Method 900 comprising of the following 
steps : 

[0108] In 'INITIALIZE' step 1102 . CPU 160 initializes 
MAIN RAM 50. CPU 160 writes to MAIN RAM 50 a set 
s of initialization words, via TX REG 80. 

[0109] As indicated by path 1103, step 1102 is fol- 
lowed by 'RECEIVE DATA WORD* step 1104. In step 
1104 CPU 160 writes at least one data word, to MAIN 
RAM 50. If CPU 160 initializes MAIN RAM 50 by writing 
data words, step 1 104 can be skipped, and as indicated 
by the dashed path 1 1 1 1 , step 1 1 02 is followed by query 
'TXSTART?' step 1106. As indicated by path 1105, step 
1104 is followed by step 1106. 
[0110] In step 1106 TX PACKER 30 checks if it re- 
ceived a TXSTART signal 3043' from SI 28, indicating 
that data has to be transmitted from TX PACKER 30. As 
indicated by path 1108, step 1104 is followed by 'RE- 
CEIVE J WRITE JJrVORD TO TX PACKER' step 1110. 
In Step 1 1 10 SI 28 sends j 300 to MAIN RAM 50 and TX 
PACKER 30, which indicated that MCC 100 has to send 
data to the jlh communication channel, and j_word is 
sent from MAIN RAM 50 to TX PACKER 30. 
[0111] As indicated by path 1112, path 1 1 1 0 if followed 
by TRANSMIT DATA BIT step 1114. In step 1114, TX 
PACKER 30 transmits a data bit to SI 28. TX PACKER 
30 can transmit more than one bit to SI 28. 
[0112] As indicted by path 1116, step 1 11 4 is followed 
by 'SHIFT TX PACKER CONTENT INSERT CODE BIT 
step 1118. In step 1118, the conlent of TX PACKER 30 
is shifted, so that the previously transmitted data bit is 
omitted, and a code bit is inserted to the bit which is 
emptied as a result of the shift. For example, if TX PACK- 
ER 30 transmits its LSBand shifts its content to the right, 
a code bit is inserted to the MSB of TX PACKE R 30. The 
code bits form a code word which allows a detector to 
detect that TX PACKER 30 is empty. 
[0113] As indicted by path 1120, step 111 8 is followed 
by query TXEND SIGNAL ? EMPTY SIGNAL ?' step 
1122. 

[0114] As indicated by path 11 30, if TX PACKER 30 
did not receive a TXEND signal 3044', and it is not emp- 
ty, query step 1122 is followed by step 1114. 
[0115] As indicated by path 11 32, il TX PACKER 30 
is empty and it received a TXEND signal 3044', step 
1122 is followed by 'WRITE J TO RX FIFO' step 1134. 
In step 1134, MCC 100 writes J 333 to TX FIFO 40. TX 
PACKER 30 sends to TX FIFO 40 j 333. TX FIFO 40 
sends MRH 150 a transmit request. MRH 150 causes 
CPU 1 60 to read the content ol TX FIFO 40 and to write 
a data word lo j_add. As indicated by path 1136, step 
1 1 34 is followed by step 1 1 06. 

[0116] As indicated by path 11 24, if TX PACKER 30 
did receive a TXEND signal 3044', and it is not empty, 
query step 1122 is followed by 'WRITE WORD OF TX 
PACKER TO J_WORD' step 1126, in which, the content 
of TX PACKER 30 is written to j_add. As indicated by 
path 1128, step 1126 is followed by step 1106. 
[0117] Step 1160 can be executed in parallel to steps 
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1 106-1 1 46. In step 1 1 60 CPU 1 60 writes a data word to 
j_add. Usually, CPU 160 writes a data word to be sent 
to communication channel, while MCC 100 transmits 
data to another communication channel. 
[0118] FIG. 22 is a flow diagram of method 1200 for 
transmitting data packets, according to another embod- 
iment of the invention. Method 1200 comprising of the 
following steps : 

[0119] In 'INITIALIZE' step 1202, CPU 160 initializes 
MAIN RAM 50 and AUX RAM 50'. CPU 160 writes to 
MAIN RAM 50 and AUX RAM 50' a set of initialization 
words, via TX REG 80. 

[0120] As indicated by path 1203, step 1202 is fol- 
lowed by 'WRITE DATA WORD 1 step 1 204. In step 1204 
CPU 160 writes at least one data word, to AUX RAM 50' 
or MAIN RAM 50. If CPU 160 initializes MAIN RAM 50 
and AUX RAM 50' by writing data words, step 1204 can 
be skipped, and as indicated by the dashed path 1211, 
step 1202 is followed by query TXSTART ?' step 1206. 
Step 1204 can be executed in parallel to steps 
1 206-1 260. CPU 1 60 can write data words to MCC 1 00' 
while MCC 100' transmits data to SI 28. Usually CPU 
160 sends data words to AUX RAM 50', and data words 
stored within AUX RAM 50' are sent to MAIN RAM 50. 
[0121] Conveniently, CPU 160 writes a data word to 
MCC 100, which will be transmitted to a communication 
channel, while MCC 100 transmits data to other com- 
munication channels. Preferably, CPU 160 writes data 
word which will be sent to a communication channel , 
between two consecutive transmission to this channel. 
[0122] As indicated by path 1205. step 1204 is fol- 
lowed by TXSTART ?'step 1206. In step 1206 TX 
PACKER 30' checks if it received a TXSTART' signal 
3043* from SI 28, indicating that data has to be trans- 
mitted from TX PACKER 30. As indicated by path 1208, 
step 1204 is followed by 'RECEIVE J, WRITE J_WORD 
TO LSR, WRITE J_AWORDTO HSR step 1210. In Step 
1210 SI 28 sends j 333 to MAIN RAM 50, AUX RAM 50' 
and TX PACKER 30', which indicated that the j'th com- 
munication channel has to receive, resulting in writing 
j_word to LSR 64 and writing j_aword to HSR 62. 
[0123] As indicated by path 1212, path 1210 if fol- 
lowed by 'LSR TRANSMIT DATA BIT step 1 21 4. In step 
1214, LSR 64 transmits a data bit to the j'th communi- 
cation channel, via SI 28. Conveniently, LSR 64 can 
transmit more than one bit to SI 28. As indicted by path 
1216, step 1214 is followed by 'SHIFT LSR CONTENT 
INSERT CODE BIT' step 1218. Instep 1218, the content 
of LSR 64 is shifted, so that the previously transmitted 
data bit is omitted, and a code bit is inserted to the bit 
which is emptied as a result of the shift. For example, if 
LSR 64 transmits its LSB and shifts its content to the 
right, a code bit is inserted to the MSB of LSR 64. The 
code bits form a code word which allows detector 65 to 
detect that LSR 64 is empty. 

[01 24] As indicted by path 1 220, step 1 21 8 is followed 
by query # TXEND ? EMPTY ?' step 1222. In step 1222 
TX PACKER 30' checks if LSR 64 is empty and whether 



a TXEND signal 3044' was received by TX PACKER 30. 
[0125] As indicated by path 1224, if LSR 64 did not 
receive a TXEND signal 3044\ and it is not empty, query 
step 1224 is followed by step 1214. 
s [0126] As indicated by path 1 228. if LSR 64 is empty 
and it received a TXEND signal 3044'. step 1222 is fol- 
lowed by 'WRITE HSR TO J_WORD, WRITE J TO TX 
FIFO' step 1256. In step 1256, The content of HSR is 
sent to j_add and j 333 is sent to TX FIFO 40. TX PACK- 
ER 30 sends to TX FIFO 40 j 333. TX FIFO 40 sends 
MRH 150 a transmit request. MRH 150 causes CPU 160 
to read the content of TX FIFO 40 and to write a data 
word to j_aacJd. As indicated by path 1258, step 1258 is 
followed by step 1202. 

[01 27] As indicated by path 1 226, if LSR 64 received 
a TXEND signal 3044* and it is not empty, query step 
1222 is followed by 'WRITE LSR TO J_ADD' step 1232. 
[0128] As indicated by path 1230, if LSR 64 is empty 
and it did not receive TXEND signal 3044', query step 
1222 is followed by 'HSR TRANSMIT DATA BIT" step 
1238. In step 1238, HSR 62 transmits a data bit to SI 
28. Conveniently, HSR 62 can transmit more than one 
bit to SI 26. As indicated by path 1240, step 1238 is fol- 
lowed by 'SHIFT HSR CONTENT INSERT CODE B'T 
stop 1 242. In step 1 242, tho content of HSR 62 is shit ; . J, 
so that the previously transmitted data bit is omitted, acii 
a code bit is inserted to the bit which is emptied as a 
result of the shift. The code bits lorm a code word which 
allows second detector 67 to detect that HSR 62 is emp- 
ty 

[01 29] As indicated by 1 244, step 1 242 is followed by 
query 'TXEND ? EMPTY?' step 1246. In step 1246 TX 
PACKER 30' checks if HSR 62 is empty and whether a 
TXEND signal 3044' was received by TX PACKER 30. 
[0130] As indicated by path 1256, if HSR 62 did not 
receive a TXEND signal 3044', and it is not empty, query 
step 1256 is followed by step 1238. 
[01 31] As indicated by path 1 254, if HSR 62 is empty 
and it received a TXEND signal 3044', query step 1246 
is followed by step 1256. 

[01 32] As indicated by path 1 248, if HSR 64 received 
a TXEND signal 3044* and it is not empty, query step 
1246 is followed by 'WRITE HSR TO J.ADD'step 1264. 
In step 1 264 the content of HSR 62 is sent to i_add. As 
indicated by path 1268, step 1264 is followed by step 
1206. 

[01 33] As indicated by path 1 250, if LSR 64 is empty 
and it did not receive TXEND signal 3044', query si» ■ 
1246 isfollowed by 'SEND ERROR SIGNAL' step 125, 
In step 1252 MCC 100' sends a error signal which indi- 
cated that it had nothing to transmit, although it was re- 
quested to transmit. The error signal can be sent to CPU 
160. As indicated by path 1236, step 1252 is followed 
by step 1206. 

[0134] It will be understood by those skilled in the art 
that various changes in form and detail can be made 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the inven- 
tion which is determined by the claims that follow 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

[01 35] A communication controller (1 1 1 ) for handling 
and processing data packets received from a large 
number of communication channels (181 - 188). The 
communication controller (111) comprising of: a proces- 
sor (160) for processing data; a serial interface (28), 
coupled to the communication channels (181 - 188). a 
multichannel controller (100, 100') coupled to the serial 
interface (28) and the processor (160), for interfacing 
between the communication channels (1B1 - 188) and 
the processor (160). The communication channels (181 
- 1 88) and the serial interface (28) send and receive data 
packets. The processor (1 60) sends, receives and proc- 
esses data words. The mufti channel controller (100) re- 
ceives data packets from the serial interface (28), con- 
catenates data packets and sends data words to the 
processor (160). The multi channel controller (100) re- 
ceives data words from the processor (160), and trans- 
mits data packets to the serial interface (28). 



Claims 

1. A communication controller (111) for handling and 
processing data packets received from multiple 
communication channels (181 - 188), the commu- 
nication controller (111) comprising 

a processor ( 1 60) for processing data; 
a serial interface (28), coupled to the commu- 
nication channels (181 - 188); 
a multi channel controller (100, 100') coupled 
to the serial interlace (28) and the processor 
(160), for interfacing between the communica- 
tion channels (181 - 188) and the processor 
(160); 

wherein the communication channels (181 - 
188) and the serial interface (28) send and re- 
ceive data packets; 

wherein the processor (160) sends, receives 
and processes data words; 
wherein the multi channel controller (100) re- 
ceives data packets from the serial interface 
(26), concatenates data packets and sends da- 
ta words to the processor (160); 
wherein the multi channel controller (100) re- 
ceives data words from the processor (160), 
and transmits data packets to the serial inter- 
face (28); and 

wherein a data packet does not have more bits 
than a data word. 

2. The communication controller (111) of claim 1 
wherein the serial interface (28) determines which 
communication channel will transmit or receive data 
packets. 



3. The communication controller (111) of claim 1 
wherein the communication controller is able to re- 
ceive a data packet from a first communication 
channel and transmit a data packet to another com- 

s munication channel, simultaneously. 

4. The communication controller (111) of claim 1 
wherein the multi channel controller (100) has a 
transmission portion (1004) comprising : 

10 

a memory bank (50), for storing data words; 
a transmit stack (40) for sending transmit re- 
quests; 

a transmit register (80) for interfacing between 
15 the processor (160) to the memory bank (50); 

and 

a transmit packer (30), coupled to the serial in- 
terface (28), to the transmit stack (40) and to 
the memory bank (50) for transmitting data to 
20 the serial interface (28). 

5. The communication controller (111) of claim 4 
wherein M communication channels are coupled to 
the serial interface; 

2S 

wherein when the serial interface (28) deter- 
mines that data has to be transmitted to one of 
the communication channel (the j'th communi- 
cation channel, J being an index having values 
30 from 1 to M), the serial interface (28) sendscon- 

trol signals to the transmit packer (30) and to 
the memory bank (50); 

wherein the memory bank (50) has M memory 
words; 

3S wherein a data word (j_word) which is to be 

transmitted to the jth communication channel 
is stored in a memory word fl_add); 
wherein the serial interface (20) causes the 
memory bank (50) to send j_word to the trans- 

^0 mit packer (30); 

wherein the transmit packer (30) receives the 
j_word and transmits a data packet to the j'th 
communication channel; 
wherein if the transmit packer (30) is empty af- 

46 ter transmitting a data packet, the transmit 

packer (30) sends j (333) to the transmit stack 
(40); 

wherein if the transmit packer (30) is not empty 
after transmitting a data packet, the transmit 
50 packer (30) writes its content to j_add; and 

wherein after the transmit stack (40) receives j 
it sends a transmit request to the processor 
(160); and 

wherein the transmit request causes the proc- 
ss essor (160) to read the content of the transmit 

stack (40) and to write a data word to j_add. 

6. The communication controller (111) of claim 1 
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wherein the multi channel controller (100) has a 
transmission portion (1004) comprising : 

a memory bank (50), for storing data words; 

an auxiliary memory bank (50'), for storing data s 

words; 

a transmit stack (40), for sending transmit re- 
quests; 

a transmit register (80), coupled to the memory 
bank (50) and the processor (160) for interfac- *o 
ing between the processor (1 60) and the mem- 
ory bank (50); 

an auxiliary transmit register (80'), coupled to 
the auxiliary memory bank (50') and the proc- 
essor (160), for interfacing between the proc- »s 
essor (160) and the auxiliary memory bank 
(50'); and 

a transmit packer (30'), coupled to the serial in- 
terface (28), to the transmit stack (40) : to the 
memory bank (50) and to the auxiliary memory 20 
bank (50*), for transmitting data from the mem- 
ory bank (50) and the auxiliary memory bank 
(50') to the serial interface (28). 

7. The communication controllor (111) of claim 6 ss 
wherein the memory bank (50) and the auxiliary 
memory bank (50') each have M memory words; 

wherein a data word (j_word) which is to be 
transmitted to the jlh communication channel 30 
is stored in a memory word (j_add) of the mem- 
ory bank (50); and 

wherein a data word (j_aword) which is to be 
transmitted to the jlh communication channel 
is stored in a memory word (j_aadd) of the aux- 3S 
iliary memory bank (50*). 

8. The communication controller (111) of claim 7 
wherein M communication channels (181- 188) are 
coupled to the serial interface (28); 40 

wherein when the serial interface (28) deter- 
mines that data has to be transmitted to the j*th 
communication channel, it sends control sig- 
nals to the transmit packer (30'), to the memory 45 
bank (50) and to the auxiliary memory bank 
(50'); 

wherein the control signals cause the memory 
bank (50) to send the transmit packer (30') the 
j_word ; SO 
wherein the transmil packer 50 receives the 
j_word and transmits a data packet to the jlh 
communication channol; 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
not ended and the transmit packer (30*) finished ss 
to transmit the j_word, the transmit packer (30') 
reads i_aword and transmits data bits to the j*th 
communication channel; 
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wherein if the transmit packer (30) is not empty 
after transmitting a data packet, the transmit 
packer (30) writes its content to j_add; 
wherein after the j_word is transmitted, the 
transmit packer (30') sends j (333) to the trans- 
mit slack (40); 

wherein after the transmit stack (40) receives j 
(333) it sends a transmit request to the proces- 
sor (160); and 

wherein the transmit request causes the proc- 
essor (160) to read the content of the transmit 
stack (40) and to write a data word to j_aadd. 

9. The communication controller (111) of claim 7 
wherein the transmit packer (30') comprises of: 

a first shift register (64), for storing j_word and 

transmitting data bits ol j_word; 

a second shift register (62), for storing j_aword 

and transmitting data bits of j_aword; 

a first multiplexer (66), coupled to the first shift 

register (64) and to the second shift register 

(62), for coupling the first shift register (64) or 

the second shift register (62) to the memory 

bank (50); 

a second multiplexer (68), coupled to the first 
shift register (64) and to the second shift regis- 
ter (62), 

for coupling the first shift register (64) or the 
second shift register (62) to the serial interface 
(28); 

a detector (65), coupled to the first shift register 
(64), for detecting when the first shift register 
(64) is empty; 

a first encoder (63), coupled to the first shift reg- 
ister (64), for sending code bits to the first shift 
register (64); 

wherein the code bits wh ich are sent to the first 
shift register (64) form a code word which ena- 
bles the detector (65) to detect when the first 
shift register (64) is empty; and 
wherein when the detector detects that the first 
shift register (64) is empty it sends a signal 
which causes the first multiplexer (66) and the 
second multiplexer (68) to select the second 
shift register (62). 

10. The communication controller (111) of claim 9 
wherein when the serial interface (28) determines 
that data has to be transmitted to the j'th communi- 
cation channel, it sends control signals to the trans- 
mit packer (30'), to the memory bank (50) and to the 
auxiliary memory bank (50 1 ); 

wherein the control signals cause the memory 
bank (50) to send the iy/orti to the first shift 
register (64); 

wherein the control signals cause the auxiliary 
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memory bank (50") to send the j_aword to the 
second shift register (62); 
wherein the first shift register (64) receives the 
j_word and transmits data bits to the jth com- 
munication channel; 5 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
not ended and first shift register (64) is empty, 
the second shift register (62) sends data bits to 
the jlh communication channel; 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has io 
ended and the first shift register (64) is not emp- 
ty, the content of the first shift register (64) is 
sent, via the first multiplexer (66) to j_add; 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
ended, the first shift register (64) is empty, the is 
content of the second shift register (62) is sent, 
via the first multiplexer (66) to j_add; 
wherein when the first shift register (64) is emp- 
ty, the transmit packer (30') sends j to the trans- 
mil slack (40); 20 
wherein after the transmit stack (40) receives j 
it sends a transmit request to the processor 
(160); and 

wherein the transmit request causes the proc- 
essor (1 60) to read tho content of the transmit 2$ 
stack (40) and to write a data word to j_aadd. 

11. The communication controller (111) of claim 9 
wherein the transmit packer (30') further comprises 

of a second detector (69), coupled to the second 30 
shift register (62), for detecting when the second 
shift register (69) is empty; and 

a second encoder (67), coupled to the second 
shift register (62), for sending code bits to the sec- 
ond shift register (62). 35 

12. The communication controller (111) of claim 11 
wherein when the serial interface (28) determines 
that data has to be transmitted to the jlh communi- 
cation channel, it sends control signals to the trans- *o 
mit packer (30*), to the memory bank (50) and to the 
auxiliary memory bank (50*); 

wherein the control signals cause the memory 
bank (50) to send the first shift register (64) the *s 
j_word ; 

wherein the control signals cause the auxiliary 
memory bank (50') to send the second shift reg- 
ister (62) the j_aword ; 

wherein the first shift register (64) receives the so 
j_word and transmits data bits to the j'th com- 
munication channel; 

wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
not ended and the first shift register (64) is emp- 
ty, the second shift register (62) sends data bits ss 
to the fth communication channel; 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
ended and the first shift register (64) is not emp- 



ty, the content of the first shift register (64) is 
sent, via the first multiplexer (66) to j_add; 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
ended, the first shift register (64) is empty, the 
content of the second shift register (62) is sent, 
via the first multiplexer (66) to Ladd; 
wherein if the transmission of a data packet has 
not ended and the first shift register (64) and 
the second shift register (62) are empty, the 
second detector (69) sends an error signal; 
wherein when the first shift register (64) is emp- 
ty, the transmit packer (30*) sends j to the trans- 
mit stack (40); 

wherein after the transmit stack (40) receives j 
it sends a transmit request to the processor 
(160); and 

wherein the transmit request causes the proc- 
essor (160) to read the content of the transmit 
stack (40) and to write a data word to j_aadd, 

13. The communication controller (111) of claim 1 
wherein the multi channel controller (100) has a re- 
ceiving portion (1006) comprising : 

a receive memory bank (51) for storing data 
words; 

a receive stack (70) for sending receive re- 
quests; 

a receive register (90) for interfacing between 
the processor (160) and the receive memory 
bank (51); and 

a receive packer (60), coupled to the serial in- 
terface (28) for receiving data from the serial 
interface (28). 

14. The communication channel (111) ol claim 13 
wherein M communication channels (181 - 188) are 
coupled to the serial interface (28); 

wherein when the serial interface (28) deter- 
mines that data has to be received from the jlh 
communication channel, it sends control sig- 
nals to the receive packer (60) and to the re- 
ceive memory bank (51); 
wherein the jlh memory word (j_radd) of the re- 
ceive memory bank (51 ), contains data (j rword) 
which is sent from the j'th communication chan- 
nel; 

wherein the control signals cause the receive 
memory bank (51) to send the j_rword to the 
receive packer (60); 

wherein the receive packer (60) reads the 

j_rword and receives a data packet from the jlh 

communication channel; 

wherein if the receive packer (60) is not full after 

receiving the data packet, the receive packer 

(60) writes its content to j_radd; 

wherein if the receive packer (60) is full after 
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receiving the data packet, the receive packer 
(60) sends the content of the receive packer 
(60) and j to the receive stack (70), and the re- 
ceive stack (70) sends a receive request to the 
processor (160); and 

wherein the receive request causes the proc- 
essor (160) to read the content of the receive 
stack (70) and to write a data word to j_radd. 

15. The communication controller (111) of claim 14 
wherein the receive packer (60) comprises : 

a receive shift register (72). for storing i_wor6 
and receiving data bits from the j'th communi- 
cation channel; 

a first receive multiplexer (76), coupled to the 
receive memory bank (51) and to the receive 
shift register (72). for selecting whether to write 
j_rword or a constant k to the receive shift reg- 
ister (72); 

a second receive multiplexer (76), coupled to 
the receive shift register (72) and to the receive 
memory bank (51), for selecting whether to 
write the content of the receive shift register 
(72) or the constant k to j_radd. ; 
a detector (78), coupled to the receive shift reg- 
ister (72). for detecting when the receive shift 
register (72) is empty; 

wherein when the detector (78) detects that the 
receive shift register (72) is full it sends a 'FULL* 
signal to the first receive multiplexer (74) and 
to the second receive multiplexer (76); 
wherein if the receive packer (60) receives a 
data packet and the receive shift register is not 
full, the content of the receive shift register (72) 
is written to j_radd; 

wherein if a 'FULL* signal is sent by the detector 
(78) before the receive packer receives a data 
packet, the content of the receive shift register 
(72) is written to the receive stack (70) and the 
first receive multiplexer (74) writes the constant 
k to the receive shift register (72); 
wherein if a 'FULL* signal is sent by the detector 
(78) when the reception of a data packet ends, 
the content of the receive shift register (72) is 
written to the receive stack (70) and the second 
receive multiplexer (76) writes the constant k to 
j_radd; and 

wherein the constant k is an initialization word. 

16. A communication controller (111) for handling and 
processing data packets received from multiple 
communication channels (181 - 188) ; the commu- 
nication controller (111) comprising 

a processor (160) for processing data; 

a request handler (150); 

a serial interface (28), coupled to the multiple 
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communication channels (181 - 188); 
a mufti channel controller (100, 100') coupled 
to the serial interface (28) and the processor 
(160), for interfacing between the communica- 
tion channels (181 - 188) and the processor 
(160); 

a request handler (150), for interfacing between 
the multi channel controller (100 : 100') and the 
processor (160), 

wherein the communication channels (181 - 
188) and the serial interface (28) send and re- 
ceive data packets; 

wherein the processor (160) sends, receives 
and processes data words; 
wherein the multi channel controller (100.100') 
has a receive stack (70) and a transmit siack 
(40); 

wherein a data packet does not have more bits 
than a data word; 

wherein the multi channel controller (100, 100') 
receives data packets from the serial interface 
(20), and writes to the receive stack (70) a re- 
ceive request when the multi channel controller 
received a data word from one of the commu- 
nication channels; and 

wherein the multi channel controller ( 1 00, 1 00') 
transmits data to the serial interface (20), and 
writes to the transmit stack (40) a transmit re- 
quest, when the multi channel controller (100, 
1 00') finished to transmit a data word to a com- 
munication channel. 

17. The communication controller (111) of claim 16 
wherein the receive request contains the received 

35 data word and j (333) which describes which com- 
munication channel sent the data word; and 

wherein the transmit request contains j (333) 
which describes the communication channel which 
received the data word. 

40 

18. The communication controller (111) of claim 17 
wherein the multi channel controller (100) has a 
transmission portion (1004) comprising : 

45 a memory bank (50), tor storing data words; 

a transmit stack (40) for sending transmit re- 
quests; 

a transmit register (80) for interfacing between 
the processor (160) to the memory bank (50); 
so and 

a transmit packer (30), coupled to the serial in- 
terface (28), to the transmit stack (40) and to 
tho memory bank (50) for transmitting data to 
the serial interface (28). 

55 

19. The communication controller (111) of claim 17 
wherein the multi channel controller (100) has a re- 
ceiving portion (1006) comprising : 
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a receive memory bank (51) for storing data 
words; 

a receive stack (70) for sending receive re- 
quests; 

a receive register (90) for interlacing between 
the processor (160) and the receive memory 
bank (51); and 

a receive packer (60), coupled to the serial in- 
terface (28) for receiving data from the serial 
interface (28). 

20. The communication controller (111) of claim 17 
wherein the receive stack (70) has A memory words 
of 6 bits each, A and B being integers; 

wherein each memory word is comprised of B1 
bits of data and B2 bits of j (333); 
wherein the transmit stack (40) has C memory 
words of B2 bits each; each word can store j 
(333); and 

wherein A<C and B2>0; 

21. The communication controller of claim 20, wherein 
the processor handles the transmit requests after 
handling the receives roquost. 

22. The communication controller of claim 20 wherein 
the processor checks the status of the receive stack 
(70) more frequently than it checks the status of the 
transmit stack (40). 



25. The interface (222) of claim 24 wherein the interface 
(222) is a part of a communication controller (111). 

26. The interlace (222) of claim 25 wherein the receiver 
s (224) is a processor (160). 

27. The interface (222) of claim 26 further comprising : 

a receive memory bank (51 ), for storing data 
io words; 

a receive stack (70) for storing receive re- 
quests; 

a receive register (90) for interfacing between 
the processor (160) to the receive memory 
« bank (51); 

a receive packer (60), coupled to the serial in- 
terface (28), to the receive stack (70) and the 
receive memory bank (51), for receiving data 
from the serial interface (28); 
20 wherein when the interface (222) contains a da- 

ta word, the interface (222) sends the receive 
stack (70) a receive request. 

28. The interlace of claim 27 wherein the receive mem- 
2S ory bank (51 ) has M memory words; 

wherein each memory word can store data 
packets from a communication channel; and 
wherein each memory word has a FULL flag 
30 (777) indicating when the memory word is full. 
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23. The communication controller of claim 20 wherein 
the processor gives the receive request a higher pri- 
ority than the transmit request. 

24. An interface (222), for interlacing between multiple 
communication channels (181 - 188) and a receiver 
(224), the interface (222) comprising of: 

a plurality of memory words, for storing data 
packets sent from the multiple communication 
channels (181-188); 

wherein the interlace (222) has an output which 
sends a FULL signal when a one of the memory 
words ol the interface (222) contains a data 
word; 

wherein the interface (222) concatenates data 
packets sent from a communication channel; 
wherein after the interface (222) has sent a data 
word to the receiver (224), the memory word 
which contained the data word is reset and a 
FULL flag (777) is loaded to the memory word; 
wheroin when data is received, the FULL flag 
(777) is shifted; and 

wherein when the interface (222) receives a da- 
ta word, the FULL flag (777) causes the inter- 
face (222) to send a data word to the receiver 
(224). 



29. The interlace (222) of claim 28 wherein the proces- 
sor (160) resets a memory by writing a reset word; 
and 

35 

wherein the reset word comprises of a FULL 
flag (777) and other bits; and 
wherein the FULL flag (777) has a first logic val- 
ue and the other bits have a second logic value. 

40 

30. The communication controller (111) of claim 27 
wherein the receive packer (60) has a receive shift 
register (72); and 

wherein the receive shift register (72) re- 
45 ceives data bits from a communication channel and 
shifts the receive shift register (72) content accord- 
ingly. 

31 . The interface (222) of claim 27 wherein the commu- 
50 nication controller further comprises of a serial in- 
terface (28); 

wherein tho serial interface (28) interfaces be- 
tween the multiple communication channels 
ss (181-188) and the interface (222); 

when in when the serial interface (28) deter- 
mines that data has to be received from the j'th 
communication channel, it sends a control sig- 
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nals to the receive packer (60) and to the re- 
ceive memory bank (51 ); 
wherein the control signals causes the receive 
memory bank (51 ) to send the j_word to the re- 
ceive packer (60); 

wherein the receive packer (60) reads the 
j_word and receives a data packet from the jth 
communication channel: 
wherein while the receive packer (60) receives 
data packets, it shifts its content, including the 
FULL flag (777); 

wherein if the receive packer is full, the FULL 
flag (777) causes a FULL signal to be outputted 
from the receive packer (60) to the receive 
stack (70); 

wherein if the receive packer (60) is not full after 
receiving a data packet, the receive packer (60) 
writes its content to j_radd; 
wherein the request which is stored in the re- 
ceive slack (70) includes the content of the re- 
ceive packer (60) and j; and 
wherein the request causes the processor 
(1 60) to write a data word to \jadd. 

32. Tho communication control lor of claim 25 wherein 
the receive packer (60) comprises of : 

a receive shift register (72), for storing i_rword 
and receiving data bits from the j'th communi- 
cation channel; 

a first receive multiplexer (76), coupled to the 
receive memory bank (51 ) and to receive shift 
register (72), for selecting whether to write 
Lrword or a constant k to the receive shift reg- 
ister (72); 

a second receive multiplexer (76), coupled to 
the receive shift register (72) and to the receive 
memory bank (51), for selecting whether to 
write the content of the receive shift register 
(72) or a constant k to j_radd.; 
a detector (78), coupled to the receive shift reg- 
ister (72), for detecting when the receive shift 
register (72) is empty; 

wherein when the detector (78) detects that the 
receive shift register (72) is full it sends a 'FULL' 
signal to the first receive multiplexer (74) and 
to the second receive multiplexer (76); 
wherein if the receive packer (60) receives a 
data packet and the receive shift register is not 
full, the content of the receive shift register (72) 
is written to j_radd; 

wherein if a 'FULL' signal is sent by the detector 
(78) before the recoive packer receives a full 
data packet, the content of the receive shift reg- 
ister (72) is written to the receive stack (70) and 
the first receive multiplexer (74) writes k to the 
receive shift register (72); 
wherein if a 'FULL' signal is sent by the detector 
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(78) when the reception of a data packet ends, 
the content of the receive shift register (72) is 
written to the receive stack (70) and the second 
receive multiplexer (76) writes k to Lradd: and 
wherein k is an initialization word. 

33. The communication controller of claim 25 wherein 
the receive memory bank (51) has M L-bit memory 
words; 

wherein the receive memory bank (51 ) is initial- 
ized by writing a set of initialization words (IW 
(D-IW(M)); 

wherein each initialization word IW(j) has a R- 
btt FULL flag (777); 

wherein the each FULL flag (777) is placed in 
more then one location within the initialization 
word; 

wherein if the FULL flag (777) is not stored at 
the beginning of an initialization word, the be- 
ginning of the initialization word is EMPTY bits; 
and 

wherein the processor (160) ignores the EMP- 
TY bits. 



34. A method (800) for receiving data packets from mul- 
tiple communication channels (181 - 188), storing 
the data packets in a receive memory bank (51 ) and 
sending data words to a receiver (224), the method 
30 comprising of the following steps : 



writing (802) to the receive memory bank (50) 
initialization words, from the processor (160), 
wherein the initialization words indicate that the 
communication channels (181-188) are silent; 
receiving (806) data packets from the jth com- 
munication channel; 

if a data word was received from the jlh com- 
munication channel sending (816) the data 
word from the memory bank (50) to the receiver 
(224), otherwise 

concatenating (824) the data packet to the data 

which was previously received from the jth 

communication channel, and which was not 

sent to the receiver (224); 

jumping to the step of receiving (806) data 

packets from the j'th communication channel; 

and 
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35. The method (800) of claim 34 wherein during the 
step of writing (802) to the receive memory bank 
(50) initialization words, 

writing a set of initialization words (IW(1)-IW 
(M)); wherein each initialization word IW(j) has 
a R-bit FULL flag (777); and 
wherein the each FULL flag (777) is placed in 
more then one location within the initialization 
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word; wherein if the FULL flag (777) is not 
stored at the beginning of an initialization word, 
the beginning of the initialization word is EMP- 
TY bits. 

36. A method (800) for receiving data packets from mul- 
tiple communication channels (181 - 188), storing 
the data packets in a memory bank (50) and send- 
ing data words to a processor (160), the method 
comprising of the following steps : 

writing (802) to the memory bank (50) initializa- 
tion words, from the processor (160), wherein 
the initialization words indicate that the commu- 
nication channels (181 - 188) are silent; 
receiving (806) data packets from the j'th com- 
munication channel; 

if a data word was received from the j'th com- 
munication channel sending (816) the data 
word from the memory bank (50) lo the proces- 
sor (160). otherwise 

concatenating (824) the data packet to the data 

which was previously received from the j'th 

communication channel, and which was not 

sent to tho processor (160); 

jumping to the step of receiving (806) data 

packets from the jth communication channel; 

and 

wherein a data packet does not have more bits 
than a data word. 

37. A method (1000) lor operating a communication . 
controller (111), coupled to multiple (M) communi- 
cation channels (181 - 188) having 

a receive memory bank (51), for storing data 
words; 

a receive stack (70) for sending receive re- 
quests; 

a receive register (90) for interfacing between 
the processor (160) to the receive memory 
bank (51); 

and a receive packer (60), coupled to the serial 
interface (28), to the receive stack (70) and the 
receive memory bank (51 ), for receiving data 
from the serial interface (28); 
wherein the jth memory word (j_radd) ol the re- 
ceive memory bank (51), contains data 
(]_rword) which is sent from the fth communi- 
cation channel, j being an index having values 
from 1 to M; wherein the serial interface sends 
a 'RXSTART signal, for initiating a reception of 
a data packet, and tho serial interface sends a 
'RXEND' signal for ending the reception of the 
data packet; 

the method comprising the following steps : 
writing (1002) to the memory bank (50) initiali- 
zation words, from the processor (160), which 



indicate that no new data was received from the 
communication channels; 
checking (1 006) if an RXSTART signal was re- 
ceived; wherein if the answer is 'YES', receiving 

s (1010) j : which indicates that the jth communi- 

cation channel sends a data packet and writing 
j_word to the receive packer (60); 
receiving (1012) data bits from the jth commu- 
nication channel and shifting (1 016) the content 

10 of the receive packer (60) accordingly; 

checking (1020) if the receive packer (60) is full 
and if a TREND' signal was received, 
jumping to the step of receiving (1 01 2) data bits 
if the receive packer (60) is not full and a TX- 

'5 END' signal was not received; 

writing (1036) the content of the receive packer 
(60) to j_radd if the receive packer (60) is not 
full and a TXEND' signal was received; 
writing (1024) the content ol receive packer 

20 (60) to the receive slack (70) and resetting 

(1028) the receive packer (60) and jumping to 
the step of receiving (1012) data bits, if the re- 
ceive packer (60) is full and a TXEND' signal 
was not received; and 

25 wherein if the receive packer (60) is full and a 

TXEND* signal was received then writing 
(1042) the content of receive packer (60) to the 
receive stack (70); resetting (1046) j_rwordand 
jumping to the step of checking ( 1 006) il an 'RX- 

30 START signal was received. 

38. A method (900) for transmitting data packets to mul- 
tiple (M) communication channels (181 * 188), and 
reading data words from a processor (160), and 
3S from a memory bank (50), wherein the j'th memory 
word (j_add) of the memory bank (50), contains da- 
ta (j_word) which is to be sent to the jth communi- 
cation channel, j being an index having values from 
1 to M; the method comprising of the following 

40 



writing (802) to the memory bank (50) initializa- 
tion words, from the processor (160); 
writing (806) data words from the processor 

45 (160) to the memory bank (50); 

transmitting (910) a data packet to the jth com- 
munication channel, when the jth communica- 
tion channel is ready to receive the data packet; 
checking (914) if a j_word was transmitted; 

50 wherein if the answer is 'YES' sending a trans- 

mit request to the processor (1 60); wherein the 
processor writes a data word to j_add as a re- 
sult of tho transmit request; and 
else, jumping to the step of transmitting (910) 

55 a data packet to the jth communication chan- 

nel, when the j'th communication channel is 
ready to receive the data packet. 
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39. A method (1100) lor operating a communication 
controller (111) coupled to a processor ( 1 60) and to 
multiple communication channels (181 - 188); 
wherein the communication controller (111) has 



to j_add and jumping to step of checking ( 11 06) 
if a TXSTART signal has arrived. 



a memory bank (50). for storing data words; a 
transmit stack (40) for sending transmit re- 
quests; 

a serial interface (28), for coupling the commu- 
nication controller (111) to the multiple commu- 10 
nication channels; 

a transmit register (80) for interfacing between 
the processor (160) to the memory bank (50); 
and 

a transmit packer (30), coupled to the serial in- *s 
terface (28), to the transmit stack (40) and to 
the memory bank (50) for transmitting data to 
the serial interface (28); 
wherein the j'th memory word (j_add) of the 
memory bank (50), contains data (j_word) to be 20 
sent to the j'th communication channel; wherein 
the serial interlace sends a TXSTART* signal, 
for initiating a transmission of a data packet, 
and the serial interface sends a TXEND' signal 
for ending tho transmission of the data packet, 25 
the method comprising the following stops : 
writing (1102) to the memory bank (50) initiali- 
zation words, from the processor (160); 
writing (1104) data words to the memory bank 
(50); 30 
checking (1106) if a TXSTART' signal was re- 
ceived, wherein if the answer is 'YES* receiving 
( 1 1 1 0) j and writing j.rword to the transmit pack- 
er (30); else staying in the step of checking 
(1106) if a TXSTART signal was received; 3$ 
transmitting (1114) a data bit to the j'th commu- 
nication channel; 

shifting (1118) the content of the transmit pack- 
er (30) and inserting a code bit; 
checking (1122) if the transmit packer (30) is 40 
empty and if a TXEND' signal arrived; 
jumping to the step of transmitting (11 1 4) a data 
bit to the j'th communication channel, if the 
transmit packer (30) is not empty and it a TX- 
END' signal was not received; 45 
wherein if the transmit packer (30) is empty and 
if a TXEND' signal was received, writing (1 1 46) 
j to the transmit stack (40) and jumping to the 
step of checking (1106) if a TXSTART signal 
has arrived; so 
wherein if the transmit packer (30) is empty and 
if a TXEND' signal was not received sending 
an error signal (1140) and jumping to the step 
of checking (1106) if a TXSTART signal has 
arrived; and ss 
wherein if the transmit packer (30) is not empty 
and if a TXEND* signal was received, writing 
(1126) the content of the transmit packer (30) 
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